Emotion processing bias and age of seizure onset among epilepsy patients with depressive symptoms.
The current study examined whether mood-congruent biases in emotion processing extend to epilepsy patients with depressive symptoms and the potentially moderating effects of age of seizure onset on these biases. In addition, we examined associations between depression (Beck Depression Inventory - 2nd Edition; BDI-II) and quality of life (Quality of Life in Epilepsy - 10-item questionnaire; QOLIE-10). Data from 101 epilepsy patients were analyzed, including 61 females and 40 males. Measures included the Comprehensive Affect Testing System - Abbreviated (CATS-A), from which indices of mood-congruent bias were derived. A significant interaction between BDI-II raw scores and age of seizure onset was found for mood-congruent bias scores in the facial affect modality (β=-0.24, p<.03). Beck Depression Inventory - 2nd Edition raw scores were significantly and positively correlated with quality of life (QOLIE-10; r=.69, p<.01). Results of the current study show that epilepsy patients with an early age of seizure onset may be most at risk for mood-congruent biases when experiencing depressive symptoms and that such symptoms have real-world implications for quality of life for persons living with epilepsy.